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SUBJECT: SOVIET JEWS AND THE UN ZIONISM DECLARATION 

1. SEVERAL SOVIET JEWISH DISSIDENT SOURCES HAVE COMMENTED 
TO US ON THEIR CONCERN OVER THE POSSIBLE EFFECTS ON THEIR 
PRESENT STATUS AND FUTURE HOPES OF THE PASSAGE OF THE UNGA 
RESOLUTION EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM. OUR SOURCES FEEL THAT 
THERE WILL BE TWO LIKELY AREAS IN WHICH PASSAGE OF THE RESOLUTION 
WILL COMPLICATE MATTERS. FIRST, ANTI-SEMITIC ELEMENTS IN 

THE SOVIET BUREAUCRATIC STRUCTURE MAY FEEL ENCOURAGED BY THE 
"APPROVAL" GIVEN TO ANTI-SEMITISM BY THE UN TO EXPRESS THEIR 
ANTI-SEMITISM MORE FORECEFULLY. THE RESULT WOULD BE AN INCREASE 
IN THE HARASSMENT OF SOVIET JEWS BY THE AUTHORITIES. AS 
FAR AS THE CHANCES OF EMIGRATION ARE CONCERNED, OUR SOURCES 
FEEL THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAS NOW BEEN PROVIDED WITH 
ANOTHER PRETEXT TO CUT DOWN ON THE NUMBERS OF JEWS ALLOWED TO 
LEAVE. THE LOGIC WOULD GO: ZIONISM IS RACISM; ISRAELIS 
ARE ZIONISTS AND THEREFORE RACISTS; WE CANNOT ENGAGE IN 
ACTIVITIES THAT WOULD STRENGTHEN A GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
BEEN CONDEMNED BY THE UN. 

2. OUR SOURCES TEND TO BE FAIRLY SOPHISTICATED AND ADMIT THAT 
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THEY HAVE NOT FULLY THOUGHT THROUGH THE PROBLEM. THEY ALSO 
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REALIZE THAT UNGA RESOLUTIONS ARE HORTATORY AND HAVE NO REAL 
EFFECT, BUT POINT OUT THAT THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES, ALWAYS 
ANXIOUSLY SEEKING SOME SORT OF INTERNATIONAL APPROVAL FOR THEIR 
LESS WHOLESOME POLICIES, WILL BE ABLE TO TRUMPET THE UN 
RESOLUTION AS SUPPORTING THEIR TREATMENT OF JEWS. 

3. COMMENT: WE AGREE THAT ANY AMMUNITION THAT THE SOVIET 
AUTHORITIES CAN FIND IS USEFUL TO THEM, AND EXPECT THAT THEY WILL 
EXPLOIT THE RESOLUTION IN THEIR PROPAGANDA. HOWEVER, WE DOUBT 
THAT THEY WOULD FIND IT NECESSARY TO USE THE FACT OF THE 
RESOLUTION AS A JUSTIFICATION FOR THEIR POLICY OF RESTRICTING 
EMIGRATION, SINCE THE LINE THEY ADOPT IS THAT ALL JEWS ARE 
FREE TO LEAVE IF THEY WISH, EXCEPT FOR SECURITY CASES. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, WE FIND IT WHOLLY POSSIBLE THAT ANTI-SEMITIC 
BUREAUCRATS (OF WHICH THERE IS NO SHORTAGE HERE) WILL INDEED 
USE THE EXISTENCE OF THE RESOLUTION AS AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO 
BE NASTY TO JEWS. WE DOUBT, THOUGH, THAT THIS WOULD RESULT 
FROM ANY POLICY CHANGE DICTATED FROM THE CENTER. 
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